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Welcome to tonight’s Southern League Premier Division South fixture against
Chippenham Town. I would like to extend a warm welcome to the players, staff,
and supporters who have made the trip down to the Spiers & Hartwell Stadium.

We come into this game on the back of a fantastic win in our cup tie on Saturday.
It was a thoroughly impressive, good all-round performance from the lads, and
everyone involved should be proud of the shift they put in. While progressing in
the cup was vital, what pleased me most was the application and execution of our
game plan. However, that match is now in the past. The challenge for us tonight is
to follow that result up with a continued improvement and maintain those high
standards back in the league.

An enormous amount of credit for our recent performances must go to my
backroom staff. I am incredibly fortunate to have such a dedicated, professional
group working alongside me. My assistant, Alex Sykes, has been absolutely
brilliant and a massive source of support to me personally. Alongside Alex, Dan,
our head goalkeeping coach, continues to provide great insight while bringing a
unique, valuable business perspective to our setup.

We have also strengthened our technical approach with Mike Byrne, who is here
to add crucial detail to our in-possession play, while Steve Cook adds another
fantastic layer to our coaching ticket, acting as a great go-between for us and the
club's board. Finally, a huge thank you to our medical team, Liam and Abi. Their
highly professional outlook keeps the squad in peak condition, and it is great to
have them with us.

Enjoy the game, get behind the lads, and let's keep this momentum going
together.

Enjoy the match!

Mike Ford
Manager, Evesham United FC

FORD’S FOCUS



Good afternoon, everyone, and a very warm welcome to our visiting committee,
players, supporters, and officials for today’s fixture from Chippenham Town FC.

As we look at the league table taking shape heading into this stage of the
campaign, I am sure everyone connected with Evesham United FC is feeling
immensely proud of the start we’ve made. Sitting proudly near the summit with 17
points from our opening 8 games is a testament to the hard work being put in
behind the scenes, out on the training pitch, and crucially, by all of you in the
stands backing the lads week in and week out.

That being said, football has a funny way of keeping you grounded. A quick glance
at the standings shows just how fiercely competitive this division is this season.
There is barely any breathing room from top to bottom, and every single point
earned is hard-fought. We cannot afford to look too far ahead; our focus has to
remain firmly match-by-match, performance-by-performance.

I’d like to place on record my personal thanks to our coaching staff, players, and
our dedicated army of volunteers who keep this club moving forward tirelessly.
Your dedication does not go unnoticed.

Let's get right behind the team from the first whistle today, enjoy the game, and
hopefully celebrate another positive result together in the clubhouse afterwards.

Enjoy the match!

Up the Robins!
Brenzo

THE THOUGHTS OF THE
CHAIRMAN...



MATCH REPORT
Match Report: Belper Town 0 Evesham United 3
By Nick Hadley
The Robins advanced to the Second Qualifying Round of the FA Cup with a confident display at
Belper Town Raygar Stadium. It was a deserved result, albeit the 3-0
scoreline might have made it look a little more comfortable than it actually was.

Evesham almost took the lead in the 3rd minute when Kai Churchley attempted an
audacious shot from the halfway line that drifted narrowly wide of goal with Belper keeper Preston
caught in no mans land. Belper responded to the early scare with a period of pressure of their own
and their striker Harry Draper tried a shot from 25 yards that only just missed to the right with
Robins keeper Beard at full stretch.

The lively Nailers wide men, Jack Rogers and Tavonga Kuleya, were their main threat but,
rather like the Robins in the first period, promising moves broke down and neither keeper was
much troubled. Possibly Preston, Belper&#39;s man between the sticks, was the busier of the two.
For Evesham, skipper Awadh and Conteh were the main danger men, with Edwards and Bojang
strong in defence.

The second half opened dramatically. After a threatening surge and cross from Belpers
Eccleshall was well cleared by Richards, Evesham took the lead in the 48th minute. Kai
Churchley finishing clinically with a shot under the keeper after being played in on the left of goal
by a brilliant ball over the Nailer&#39;s defence by left back Owen Foye.

This signalled a period of Evesham dominance and Churchley almost increased their lead in the
50th minute with a curling 20 yard left footed effort well saved to his right by the diving Preston.
Belper responded well and their second half substitutes, Gratton and Ayetine, started to trouble
the Evesham defence, but the pattern of failing to convert danger into clear chances continued to
let the Derbyshire side down.

The Robins retained a genuine threat on the break particularly via second half substitute
Obieri, but in the 83rd and 85th minutes Belper missed their two best chances of the game. First
Ayetine rolled an inviting cross along the Evesham goal line that agonisingly eluded all the Belper
attackers and then Kureya wriggled free in the box but had his low shot brilliantly kept out by a
sprawling Beard.

The Robins then ruthlessly punished these glaring misses. In the 88th minute, Obieri hit the bar
from long range and the ball cannoned back to Nailers centre half Keenan who,
attempting to clear, unluckily put the ball through his own net instead, the ball going in via both
posts. Then, in the 95th minute, Obieri scored a stunning third goal for Evesham. He twisted and
turned the Belper defence before curling in a 25 yard shot that flew into the top right hand corner
of Preston’s goal.

The Robins now await their opponents in the FA Cup Second Qualifying Round with the draw set to
take place this Monday lunchtime.



MATCH REPORT
Redditch United 3 vs Evesham United 0 – Saturday 19 th September
Emirates FA Cup 2 nd Qualifying Round
Match Report by Simon Purfield

Evesham United travelled to Redditch United for a Worcestershire derby in the FA Cup
Second Qualifying Round on Saturday, suffering a 3-0 defeat with all three goals arriving
before half-time.

After a quiet start, Redditch opened the scoring in the 13th minute when Szhem Whyte-
Hall headed Harrison Hazard’s cross into the bottom corner.

Evesham’s first effort on target came five minutes later as Kai Churchley struck from the
edge of the area, but Rory Brown saved comfortably. Redditch nearly added a second
shortly afterwards when William Fielding’s header from a Whyte-Hall cross was tipped
away by Oscar Varney.

Churchley remained a threat and delivered a dangerous low cross in the 27th minute, but
no one could convert. Redditch doubled their lead three minutes before the break when
Alex Foreshaw tapped in after Hazard’s free-kick glanced off Owen Foye’s head. Hazard
then went close himself before Fielding was denied from close range.

Deep into first-half stoppage time, Danny King headed home another Hazard corner to
make it 3-0. 

Evesham changed shape at the interval in an attempt to get back into the game. Following
a subdued opening to the second half, Churchley burst down the right but fired over from
a tight angle. King then threatened again for the hosts.

Evesham’s best chance came on 64 minutes when Josh Barlow’s cross found Foye at the
far post, but the defender headed over. Redditch continued to create opportunities, with
Ioan Richards clearing a Fielding effort off the line with 12 minutes remaining. Jeval
Thompson-McKenzie later shot narrowly wide before Aaron Bishop saw a close-range
effort blocked.

In the final minute, substitute Sopuru Obieri latched onto a long ball from Foye, shrugged
off a defender and shot wide. It was a disappointing display from Evesham, ending a three-
match unbeaten run and rarely troubling the Redditch defence. Redditch progress to the
Third Qualifying Round for the first time in 15 years, while Evesham now turn their
attention to next Saturday’s FA Trophy home tie against Stratford Town.





Pos Team P W D L GF GA GD Pts

1 Plymouth Parkway 8 6 1 1 22 7 15 19

2 Uxbridge 8 5 2 1 17 7 10 17

3 Hanworth Villa 8 5 1 2 15 7 8 16

4 Chertsey Town 8 4 2 2 19 12 7 14

5 Bath City 8 4 2 2 11 7 4 14

6 Frome Town 8 4 1 3 12 8 4 13

7 Chichester City 8 4 1 3 13 14 -1 13

8 Berkhamsted 9 4 1 4 11 12 -1 13

9 Taunton Town 8 4 0 4 21 20 1 12

10 Poole Town 7 4 0 3 8 9 -1 12

11 Gosport Borough 8 3 2 3 11 9 2 11

12 Yate Town 7 3 2 2 10 11 -1 11

13 Evesham United 7 3 1 3 11 14 -3 10

14 Bracknell Town 8 3 1 4 10 17 -7 10

15 Wimborne Town 7 2 3 2 6 4 2 9

16 Basingstoke Town 8 2 3 3 13 14 -1 9

17 Sholing FC 7 2 1 4 7 12 -5 7

18 Chippenham Town 7 2 1 4 7 14 -7 7

19 Hanwell Town 7 1 3 3 6 9 -3 6

20 Gloucester City 8 1 3 4 11 16 -5 6

21 Malvern Town 8 1 2 5 12 23 -11 5

22 Havant & Waterlooville 8 1 1 6 8 15 -7 4

LEAGUE TABLE







MEET THE MANAGEMENT

MIKE FORD - MANAGER
Mike, as a player, represented Cardiff City and Oxford United, clocking up close to 500 league appearances
and gaining two promotions during that time. Following retirement due to injury, Mike has managed Oxford
United (twice in caretaker roles) and was also assistant manager there for a period.  He then went on to
manage Oxford City (2009-2014), leading them to promotion to the National League Southern Division. He
then moved to Banbury United (2015-2020), where he gained promotion from Evesham’s level in 2016,
before establishing them in the Premier Division from that point. He helped manage St. Ives Town in the
2021/22 season. Mike is a UEFA A-licensed coach who has experience working with and developing young
players, including being the Oxford United Youth Team Manager.

ALEX SYKES – ASSISTANT MANAGER 
In May 2011, Alex was appointed as manager of Bishop’s Cleeve. In his first season as manager, he led
Bishop’s Cleeve to the club’s then record high league finish of 11th in the Southern League South & West

At the end of his second season as boss, in April 2013, he stepped down from his role as manager at the club.
In May 2013, he became joint manager at fellow Southern League club Shortwood United alongside John
Evans. He would eventually take sole charge of the club following the retirement of John Evans at the end of
the 2015-16 season. After leading the side for the 2016-17 season, he left Shortwood in April 2017. In January
2018, Alex was appointed as assistant manager of Redditch United. In October 2021, he was appointed
manager of Cinderford Town and left at the end of the 2022-23 season. Alex started his playing career in the
Football League with Mansfield Town. However, he is best known for his time at Forest Green Rovers from
1996 to 2004, where he played 295 times, scoring 73 goals in two spells and a loan. He was also a fans'
favourite at Gloucester City, where he scored 60 goals in 160 appearances. Alex played for other teams such
as Nuneaton Borough, Bath City, and Bishops Cleeve. He is a former England Futsal international.

DAN HEAD – GK COACH 
Dan is an experienced coach and Head of Senior Goalkeeping at Evesham United. Having played academy
football at an early age, Dan played the majority of his senior football at representative level in the
Services, but stopped playing due to injury at a relatively young age. Turning his attention to coaching, he
became an ECB-accredited cricket coach and was involved at the minor counties level before turning his
focus back to football. Dan is a UEFA B-qualified outfield and goalkeeper coach and is also a member of
the GK Nexus set-up. A small group of goalkeepers, mainly working in the professional game, who are
mentored by former Derby and Manchester City goalkeeper Eric Steele, who was Sir Alex Ferguson's
goalkeeper coach at Manchester United. Dan also works across the junior setup at Evesham United and
previously coached at Cheltenham Town Academy.

Cook has had numerous roles at Evesham United for a number of years. He has acted
as the manager of the U18 and Development sides but most recently acted as
manager of Evesham United Reserves in the Hellenic Alliance West. Cook was added
to the First Team coaching staff for the 2026/2027 season.

STEVE COOK –  COACH 



MEET THE MANAGEMENT

LIAM CHANDELLER-JOHNSON – PHYSIO 
Liam joined Evesham United during the 23/24 season, previously being at Longlevens AFC. With a
background in Sports Therapy, he studied at Hartpury University. During this time, he went on
placement with Cheltenham Town's 1st team. Using his experience working in 

MIKE BYRNE– COACH 
Across his 35 years as a professional football coach, he has developed a reputation for high
standards, consistency, and a deep commitment to improving players and people. His career spans
elite Academy environments, formal teaching, national coach education, and leadership roles that
have shaped both young athletes and future industry leaders as an MBA coach. What defines his
work is a 360‑degree coaching approach and an unwavering belief that every player can grow under
the right guidance.



PLAYER PROFILES

BRENDON BEARD – GOALKEEPER 
Beard is a promising goalkeeper who rose through the ranks of the Evesham youth set-up before joining
Cheltenham Town. He rejoined The Robins from Stoke Gifford United in 2024/25 but made no appearances
due to injury. He returned fully fit for the 2025/26 season and provided cover for Alex Harris, keeping a clean
sheet on his debut in a 1-0 win against Hanwell Town and made four appearances over the course of the
season.

Richards is a Welsh-born defender who was on a short-term loan from Gloucester City at Swindon
Supermarine. He signed at Gloucester City after a trial period in preseason, having previously been with
Redditch United and Taunton Town, and had a previous short spell with Gloucester City in 2019. He was
initially on a one-month loan until mid-October, which was extended until the end of the season, but
Richards left City in December and joined Swindon Supermarine for the 2024/25 season. Ioan signed for The
Robins permanently for the 2025/26 season, making 37 league appearances, scoring once. Ioan quickly
became a staple of the side and fan favourite, winning both Evesham United Supporters’ Club and Staff
Player of the Season in his maiden season at the club.

JYREL BOJANG – DEFENDER
Jyrel joined Evesham from Pershore Town, where he was a standout at Step 5. Previously, he played at
Studley. Jyrel is a solid defender at either full back or centre back when called from the bench or in the
starting XI. Jyrel is into his third season at the club, making 38 appearances last season and 80 total
appearances in that time.

IOAN RICHARDS – DEFENDER 

Hutt came through the ranks of Swindon Town, making his debut for the club in the EFL Trophy against
Reading. Hutt is able to operate across the back line but primarily operates from right back. He gained
experience of senior football through a loan move to Weymouth in 2024-2025. Hutt joined Evesham
United on loan in November 2025/26, making 28 appearances, scoring twice in that time. After impressing
throughout the season Hutt signed permanently ahead of the 2026/27 season.

LIAM HUTT – DEFENDER

OWEN FOYE – DEFENDER
Foye also came through the ranks of Swindon Town and was a highly touted prospect,
captaining their youth side. Foye made his debut for The Robins in 2024-25 in the EFL trophy
against Tottenham Hotspur U21 and played one game in League 2, coming on as a late
substitute away against Fleetwood. The left back impressed Ian Holloway in the 2025/26 pre-
season and earned a work experience loan to Swindon Supermarine. He joined Evesham
United on loan in November, making 20 appearances, netting once. Foye is no stranger to
surging forward and creates chances from set-pieces and dangerous crosses. The 18 year old
joined Evesham United permanently ahead of the 2026/27 season.



PLAYER PROFILES

JOSHUA BARLOW – MIDFIELDER
Barlow started his career at Cheltenham before making the move to the Salop Academy in the 2020/21
season. Whilst impressing in the middle of the park, Steve Cotterill, the Shrewsbury manager, took a shine to
Barlow and rewarded him by naming him on the bench towards the end of the 21/22 season as a scholar.
During the 22/23 season, he started three games in the EFL Trophy, making his debut in a 2-1 defeat against
Wolverhampton Wanderers. Barlow went on to feature twice more in the same competition, with
Shrewsbury eventually bowing out in the group stage. Despite the results in the EFL Trophy. He joined
Banbury in June 2023 before leaving them in December. A solid member of the squad with good vision on
the ball and vast passing range. Barlow has been an ever-present in Mike Ford’s side across the past three
seasons and has made 91 appearances. No stranger to a worldie, Barlow has scored 9 times for the club.

ROCCO SUGHAYER – DEFENDER
Sughayer signed for Evesham United after impressing as a trialist in the person of the 2026/2027 season. The
defender, previously of Bristol Rovers Academy and Forest Green Rovers Academy, was sent on loan to
Didcot in the November of the 2025/2026 season on an initial one month loan. For The Railwaymen, the 18
year-old made 17 appearances across the season.

ANTHONY MCCORMICK – DEFENDER
McCormick spent 13 years as a junior at Swindon Town before being released at the close of the 2025/2026
season. He made his first team debut in November 2024, starting against Tottenham Hotspur U21 in the EFL
Trophy at just 17. McCormick was loaned to National League South Salisbury in 2024/2025. The 19 year-old
signed for Evesham for the 2026/2027 season.

MACKENZIE STRETTON – MIDFIELDER
Stretton, 19, rose through the Coventry City Academy before signing a professional contract ahead of the
2025/26 season. To gain experience in senior football he joined Gloucester City on loan in March 2026,
making 8 appearances and scoring once. 



PLAYER PROFILES

AMER AWADH – MIDFIELDER
28-year-old Amer Awadh is an attacking midfielder who came through the youth system at Oxford
City, playing primarily for their Nomads side, though he progressed to make a few first-team
appearances. He had been playing for Fanja SC in Oman before joining Banbury United in February
2018, for whom he made 84 appearances. In 2021-22, he started the season at Nuneaton Borough
before moving to North Leigh later that term, where he helped the club to promotion through the
play-offs. For the Oxfordshire outfit, he turned out on 70 occasions, scoring 6 goals. Awadh
captained the Robins promotion side in 2024/25 and continues in the role this season. He has
become a stalwart of the club, making 134 appearances for the Robins, scoring 17 goals and creating
many more with his elegant, mesmerising technical ability.

Liggett started with Cheltenham Town Under 18s in the 2023/24 season before being loaned early in the year
to Gloucester City. He made his Cheltenham Town debut against West Ham U21 in November 2023 in the EFL
Trophy. Liggett signed a professional contract for Cheltenham in June 2024 and during the 2024/2025
season was sent on loan to Salisbury during the season on a one month deal. Liggett joined Evesham on a
free transfer for the 2025/26 season. The combative Liggett made 38 appearances for The Robins last
season.

BRANDON LIGGETT- MIDFIELDER

LEWIS MIDDLETON – MIDFIELDER 
18-year-old Lewis joined Evesham from Kidlington in 2024/25. In the playoff semi-final that season,
Lewis had a breakout performance, coming on as a sub and netting twice against Exmouth, helping
the Robins to overcome a 1-0 half-time deficit to win 4-1. He recently scored his first FA Cup goal for
the Robins, hopefully the first of many. Lewis is often used as a super sub, causing our opponents'
defence many problems with his speed and dribbling. Lewis is entering his third season under Mike
Ford and has made 50 appearances in his first two seasons, netting 7 times.

AARON HEAP – MIDFIELDER 
The versatile Heap joined Evesham United from North Leigh prior to the 2023/2024 season and became a
regular member in Mike Ford’s side. Heap played for Oxford United at youth level and made 3 appearances
for Northern Ireland U19. He previously had a spell at Banbury United. Being deployed across the midfield,
Heap made 113 appearances for the club before signing for Ardley United of Step 5 on dual registration in
February 2026, though he made 2 appearances for the Robins in April amid an injury crisis, helping The
Robins to retain Step 3 status.



PLAYER PROFILES

KAI CHURCHLEY – FORWARD
Kai had an excellent 4-year spell (2 years scholar and 2 years pro) with Bristol City, where he played
a key role in the Robins' successful Under-21s team in the Professional Development League Two.
Kai also had a loan spell with Gloucester City during their National League North campaign in
2023/24, before having a spell with Tiverton Town in the Southern League Premier South during the
2024/25 season. Kai comes to the Robins as a loan signing from Merthyr Town. The 21-year-old
attacker joins the Robins on a deal that will run until at least the New Year.

JOSH MCCONELL – MIDFIELDER 
McConnell is a technical central midfielder who joined the club initially on loan from Oxford City in
December of the 2025-26. McConnell made two appearances in the National League North for The Hoops
against Bedford Town and Chester as a substitute. McConnell played 17 times for the Robins last season
and scored once away at Havant and Waterlooville. McConnell joined the club permanently ahead of the
2026/27 season.

DANIEL HANSON – MIDFIELDER 
Hanson joined the club after a successful trial period in preseason. Hanson plied his trade in both the
Leicester City and Hamburger SV academies. He has previously played for Brimscombe and Thrupp and
Hartbury University. Hanson most recently had spells with Slimbridge, where he scored a pivotal last
minute winner from outside the box against Worcester Raiders, and for Pershore Town.

THOMAS CONTEH – FORWARD
Conteh is a pacey and direct forward who is able to operate across all positions of the frontline.
Conteh joins the club on a season-long loan from Forest Green Rovers. Last season Conteh spent time
on loan at Alvechurch and Hungerford and looks to gain more senior experience with The Robins.

SOPURUCHUKWU OBIERI – FORWARD
The young forward signs on a season-long loan from Cheltenham Town where he became the
youngest player to represent the club, making his debut aged 15 years and 303 days old in the EFL
Trophy against West Ham U21s. Obieri has had several successful loan spells at Step 3 and 4,
representing Hungerford Town, Worcester City and most recently Gloucester City. Obieri has been
described as a pacey, physical player who can link play together with a hunger to score goals.



PLAYER PROFILES
MICHEAL MEADOWS- FORWARD
Meadows signed on non-contract terms in August. Meadows was part of Evesham United
Reserves in 2025/2026, scoring three times. 

OSCAR VARNEY-GOALKEEPER
Varney is a 19 year-old goalkeeper who joined on loan from Coventry City U21. Varney began his career
progressing through the ranks of Fulham, where he was for a decade from 2015 before joining Coventry
City U21 in July 2025.









 

Evesham United Foundation
August 2026

The Foundation continues to work for the benefit of the local community and to
promote sport for all. Three major projects continue to be realised and the Foundation is

thankful to all those individuals and companies who have made contributions both
financial and materially. In addition, applications have been made to various trusts and

sporting bodies to realise funds for these projects.

 

Grateful thanks to Jewson - https://www.jewson.co.uk

Jewson Evesham have supplied a number of boards for the development of a marque
facility and RedKite Property letting Agency have supported the Foundation as a long

term benefactor.
 

     

 https://redkitehosts.com

Please visit the Foundation website to read of the work being undertaken and how you
can contribute to the projects over the coming months:

• To provide multi-sport kit bags to the 6 local primary schools for use in PE lessons and
at play times – cost £1200

• To plan and install a modern fitness suite at EUFC for use by the disabled learning
group, the Academy section of U14 -18 players and as a ‘private’ sole use facility for club

members and the general public – c£24000
• To provide additional kit for the 70 coaches now working for the club on a voluntary

basis. - £4000

Foundation web site:    www.eveshamunitedfoundation.co.uk

Or contact the CEO:     ceo@eveshamunitedfoundation.co.uk







PLAYER APPEARANCES & GOALS 2026-27

LEAGUE
Starts

Subs Goals
CUP
Starts

Subs Goals
TOTAL
Starts

Subs Goals

Aaron Heap 4 2 3 7 2

Amer Awadh 6 1 2 1 8 2

Antony McCormick 4 3

Brandon Liggett 7 5 2 9 5

Brendan Beard (GK) 4 2 6

Daniel Hanson 2 3 4

Ioan Richards 6 3 9

Josh Barlow 7 3 10

Joshua McConnell 5 2 1 2 6 4

Jyrel Bojang 7 2 3 10 2

Kai Churchley 4 3 3 1 7 4

Lewis Middleton 3 1 4

Liam Hutt 5 1 2 1 7 2

Mackenzie Stretton 2 1 1 1 3

Oscar Varney 1 1

Oscar Varney (GK) 2 1 3

Owen Foye 7 3 10

Rocco Sughayer 3 3 1 2 4 5

Roger James 2 2

Sopuru Obieri 2 3 1 2 1 3 5 1

Thomas Conteh 3 1 2 1 5 2

Zidan Sutherland 2 2









CLUB HISTORY
“The Bluebirds”

CHIPPENHAM TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB: 1873 – 2026
Note: For programme space reasons, the full Chippenham Town FC history covering the
Club’s earlier years prior to its promotion to the National League South, can be found on the
website accessed via the following link:
https://chippenhamtown.com

Season 2017-2018, the Chippenham Town’s first in the National League South, was about
consolidation as the side adjusted to a markedly different pace and quality of football.
Changes in the management team also ensued and having hovered around the lower positions
for some weeks, a late run of form meant the Bluebirds finished their first season in a
creditable thirteenth place. In the Wilts County FA Senior Cup, performances ensured an
appearance in the final of the competition against Highworth Town. The game, played at the
Swindon Town FC’s County Ground, saw the Bluebirds lift a second piece of silverware in
successive seasons, courtesy of a 3-0 win.

Season 2018-2019 was the Bluebirds second season in the National League South with
consolidation and avoiding &#39;second season syndrome&#39; the main aim. Things were not
helped

with injuries or unavailability to eight key players, several of them long term but despite that
we again finished thirteenth in the League with one more point than our inaugural season.
The biggest disappointment occurred in the FA Cup. Having held National League side
Maidenhead United to a 1-1 fourth qualifying round draw, we lost the replay in Berkshire 1-0
after seeing two goals harshly ruled out for offside and being reduced to ten players. Hence,
we also missed out on a lucrative televised home tie against high flying Portsmouth in the
First Round Proper.

The 2019/20 season saw our one hundredth season at the Thornbury Surfacing Ltd Stadium
Hardenhuish Park, having first kicked off here on 20 September 1919 when we played
Spencer Moulton, the game ending in a 2-2 draw with gate receipts of £10! Despite a good
run to the First Round Proper in the 2019/20 Emirates FA Cup where a 3-0 home defeat
against Northampton Town ended the Club’s interest, ongoing League performance was
worrying with the Bluebirds hovering just above the relegation positions. It was decided a
change of management was due and in early 2020, Mark Collier, who had managed the side
for some six years, was replaced by Mike Cook and his team. This change injected a new
impetus and after a shaky first couple of games under the new manager, the Bluebirds went
on an unbeaten seven game run lifting them to twelfth place before the season prematurely
ended on 16 March due to the Coronavirus pandemic, the last game of the season turning out
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to be a creditable single goal home draw against the eventual National League South
champions, Wealdstone. Final resolution of the league, on a points per game system,
however, reduced the club to fourteenth slot.

Summer 2020 witnessed the Coronavirus pandemic’s grip tightening. Eventually, the season
commenced in October albeit with games played behind closed doors and clubs having to
develop Covid protocols governing the conduct of fixtures and the safe return of spectators.
The situation eased sufficiently to allow restricted numbers of spectators to attend the Boxing
Day home fixture with local rivals, Bath City, before a second Government lockdown meant
behind closed door fixtures resumed. The ongoing financial impact caused by the absence of
fans coupled with a cessation of Government grant funding at the end of 2020, meant that
several National League member clubs, including Chippenham Town, found themselves
increasingly financially unable to fulfil their 2021 fixtures. The Club was eventually charged
under National League Rule 8.39 for failing to fulfil four fixtures and subsequently fined
£8,000 with a suspended 8-point deduction carried over to season 2021/22 in the event of a
similar breach. In the worsening financial climate, the National League asked member clubs
to vote on the continuance of the season. The National Division continued whilst North and
South Divisions were ultimately declared “null and void”. This declaration did not negate the
Rule 8.39 sanctions which the Club took to a FA Appeal hearing but lost.

Season 2021/22 witnessed the return of a full league programme and culminated in the Club’s
highest ever place, finishing seventh in the National League South and clinching the final
play-off place in the last game of the season. But before that happened, a change of
management with a handful of games to go saw the departure of Mike Cook and his
assistants. Ex-Bluebird, Gary Horgan, was invited to take over as manager and Matt Coupe
was subsequently appointed his assistant. A tough run-in lay ahead with the Bluebirds having
to play virtually all the sides in the play-off positions. To secure their own play-off finals
place, they needed to win at Havant &amp; Waterlooville while the home team needed a minimum
of a draw. A 0-2 victory for the Bluebirds saw them justifiably steal seventh place to earn an
away play-off Eliminator at Dartford. On a Thursday evening, a tight game with no score at
ninety minutes and still goalless after extra time, went to penalties which the Bluebirds
eventually won 2-3. No respite, though, as three days later they were back to Kent for the
play-off Semi Final at Ebbsfleet Utd. Another heroic performance saw the goals once again
remain stubbornly absent at ninety minutes and another extra time loomed. This time,
however, the lottery of the penalties was avoided as Ebbsfleet, in the first half of extra time,
scored the only goal of the game to earn themselves a place in the play-off Final. So, a hugely
successful season for the Bluebirds was over but this was one for which they could be
justifiably proud.

Season 2022/23 had a slightly different ring about it. Having once again finished mid-table in
thirteenth place, this was a season that saw the side flirt with the relegation positions for a
period. A final unbeaten run of twenty games in the run up to the Season was well-timed and
elevated the Club to mid-table safety. The league exploits contrasted with the FA Cup,
however, where the Club made it to the Second Round Proper for the first time in its history.
Having beaten Lincoln City in the First Round Proper at home one-nil in front of an almost
capacity crowd the next round heralded an away visit to Burton Albion. A six-one defeat
brought the Cup run to an end but the record books won’t reflect that this was by no means a
stroll for the home side as even though the scoreline might not reflect it, for large parts of the
game the Bluebirds more than held their own.
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So on to Season 2023/24. A slower start saw the Bluebirds finally finish twelfth when an
unmanageable away programme had them travelling 800 miles in a week to squeeze in
rearranged fixtures, some at the second or third time of asking, because of the weather. This
punishing final flurry of games possibly deprived the side of a last place play off finish but
who’s to say? Exits from the FAC and FAT competitions were offset though by the Club
winning the Wiltshire County FA Premier Shield competition after two byes and playing only
one game in the run up to the final. This was a positive finale to the season.

Season 2024/25 was mixed. On the road performances were better than home as the season
got underway and things largely stayed that way as it continued. Early cup competition exits
did nothing to lift spirits. In the end, however, league performance eventually saw the
Bluebirds ending the season in mid-table fourteenth place in what was probably a fairly non-
descript season.

Season 2025/26 was not a happy one as the club experienced the disappointment of relegation
following a season in which the Bluebirds won only one game away from home accompanied
by a series of lacklustre home performances and disappointing cup runs which ended the
Club’s eight year run in the National League South. The lack of winning games saw the
Bluebirds flirting with the drop for some months and although performances picked up in the
season’s later stages, they weren’t sufficient to avoid relegation. It must be said, however,
that there were no games where the side was badly outplayed, although a series of added time
defeats did nothing to help the points tally.





PLAYER PROFILES

Goalkeepers
Harvey Rees: Goalkeeper. Harvey signed for Chippenham Town in Summer 2026. He was
previously with Derby County.

Defenders
Nelson Diogo Balde Sanca: Defender. Nelson signed for Chippenham Town in Summer 2026. His
previous club was Newport County.

Freddie Grant: Defender. Freddie joined Chippenham Town in Summer 2023 and has re-
signed until end season 2026/27. He was previously with Farnborough Town.

Luke Haines: Defender. Luke joined Chippenham Town in Summer 2023. Previously with
Hereford, Luke first signed for CTFC on loan from Swindon Town in 2019.

Alex Kieh: Defender. One of several CTFC Academy players breaking into the squad this
season. He previously spent time with Llanelli Town.

Harry Messenger: Defender. As an Academy player, Harry made previous appearances for
the first team and is signed for them again this season.

Leon Morrison: Defender. Leon signed for Chippenham Twon in Summer 2026 and joins
the Club from Highworth Town.

Ed Oatley: Defender. Another product of the Academy system, Ed entered the first team
squad this season.

Piotr Petrynski: Defender. He signed for Chippenham Town’s first team in Summer 2026.
Jac Poffley: Defender. Jac broke into the squad in Season 2024/25 as an Academy player
making several first team appearances. He returned to the squad for Season 2025/26 and
continues this season.

Ben Richards-Everton: Defender. An experienced defender, he signed for Chippenham
Town in Summer 2026. His previous club was Gloucester City. He’s also played for Scottish
clubs Partick Thistle and Dunfermline Athletic.

Ollie Smith: Defender. Another Academy member, Ollie also entered the first team squad
this season.

Kevin Williams: Defender. Kevin joined Chippenham Town in Summer 2026. His previous
club was FC Weesen but he has also spent time with Kerry FC and Cobh Ramblers in the
Republic of Ireland, Maltese club, Balzan FC and German clubs Inter Leipzig and Union
Furstenwalde.



PLAYER PROFILES

Midfielders
Connor Barrett: Midfielder. Connor is a new addition to the Club this season and is a veteran
of the Trident leagues, having played nearly 200 times for the likes of Hanworth
Villa, Didcot Town and most recently, Basingstoke Town.

Will King: Midfielder. Another product of Chippenham Town’s Academy. Will achieved a
regular first team squad place in Season 2022/23 having made several previous first team
appearances.

Josh Marcon: Midfielder. Josh was another signing for the Club in Summer 2026. He was
previously with Hungerford Town.

Felix Miles: Midfielder. Felix joined Chippenham Town this season having previously
played at Worcester City and Gloucester City.

Leon Moore: Midfielder. Leon joined this season after previously playing at FC Sportist
Svoge in the second division of Bulgaria. With previous English club experience, Leon has
also played for Glacis Utd and Lincoln Red Imps in Gibraltar.

Marley Rose: Midfielder. Marley signed for the Club in Summer 2026. He was previously
with Taunton Town.

Lewis Royston: Midfielder. With the CTFC Academy, Lewis signed for the first team and
entered the squad last season. He has spent previous time with Bristol Rovers.
Henry Sady: Midfielder. Henry joined Chippenham Town in Summer 2025 from local
Southern League Division One South side, Melksham Town.



PLAYER PROFILES

Forwards
Ollie Bray: Forward. Ollie is a new addition to Chippenham Town for the 2026/27 season.
He was most recently on the books of Salisbury and on loan at Weston super Mare.

Olaf Koszela: Forward. Olaf joined Chippenham Town in Summer 2025 having previously
played for Southern League Premier Division South side, Dorchester Town.

Ethan Lindo: Forward. Ethan joined CTFC this Summer having previously played youth
football with Brighton, Fulham, and AFC Wimbledon before senior football with Binfield
and most recently Bath.

Joel Odei-Larbi: A Chippenham Town Academy player, Joel has previously signed for
Chippenham Town and does so again for the 2026/27 Season.

Martell Taylor-Crossdale: Forward. A new addition to the squad this season, Martel joins
Chippenham Town from National League South side, Tonbridge Angels.
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JUST the mere mention of the upcoming international break sends colleagues from our
sister title The Football League Paper into a cold sweat.
The thought of two Saturdays without any Championship football along with less than half of
the scheduled League One programme is enough to induce sleepless nights as they
contemplate quite how to fill all their pages.
To make it worse, even some League Two games have been postponed because of call-ups,
so how much longer will it be before National League games are under threat too?
The good news is The FLP team will produce great papers worth reading in the new reality of
two international breaks – September and October – squashed together.
The move was approved in March 2023 with the later than usual 2026 World Cup finish
because the tournament expanded – remember that bright idea – to reduce the number of
journeys around the world so many players have to take.
It means England and Wales will be playing four games in this window rather than the usual
two and the shutters come down on the top two divisions in England effectively for three
weeks.
Step into the limelight. Non-League football. We all know about the rip-roaring success of
Non-League Day, founded by James Doe to encourage fans to their local Non-League club
when both the Premier League and Championship are on hold.
This upcoming break is a great opportunity to get out the Non-League Day textbook and
entice fans through the turnstiles.
A lot of match-going fans will be starved of their usual fix but still keen to see some live
action.
It has to be said, watching Non-League football – particularly in the National League – is
becoming more expensive in some cases.
Many Step 1 clubs charge north of £20 now – and car parking fees seem to be on the rise too!
You have to go a bit further down to Pyramid fulfil the cliched twenty quid gets you in the
ground with change for a burger and a pint.
Of course, costs have gone up across the board. All businesses are feeling the pinch and it’s
never been more expensive to run a football club.
But great value days out still reign supreme in Non-League.
So let’s see top special offers, the ‘kids go free with an adult’ deals, the extra events around
the game that draw supporters in.
Forward-thinking clubs are working out how to get fans to their grounds earlier and keep
them there longer.
While Wales’ weekend games are on Sundays, England do play on Saturdays but, crucially, at
7.45pm and 5pm – ideal to get people in the ground for a 3pm game, then keep them on for a
couple of pints and some evening football on the box (starting with England v Spain tonight),
while bringing in valuable revenue before the winter months.
And also keep showing what a great level of the game this is.
Matt Badcock
Editor at large
The Non-League Paper





Next Home Match: Tuesday 13th 2026 vs. Bath City 
Kick off 19:45 Southern League Premier South

TODAY’S SQUADS

EVESHAM UNITED
“THE ROBINS”
RED & WHITE
 

JYREL BOJANG
AMER AWADH 
AARON HEAP
KAI CHURCHLEY
JOSHUA BARLOW
OWEN FOYE
BRANDON LIGGETT
IOAN RICHARDS
BRENDON BEARD
LEWIS MIDDLETON
LIAM HUTT
JOSH MCCONNELL
ANTONY MCCORMICK
DANIEL HANSON
ROCCO SUGHAYER
THOMAS CONTEH
SOPURU OBIERI

 
MANAGER: MIKE FORD
ASST MAN: ALEX SYKES
GK COACH: DAN HEAD
COACH - STEVE COOK
PHYSIO - LIAM CHANDELLER-JOHNSON
 

REFEREE: 
ADAM MCANOY

ASSISSTANT REFEREE:
ERIC EDGE

ASSISSTANT REFEREE:
SAMUEL LOMAS

OLLIE BRAY
LUKE HAINES

ALEX KIEH 
WILL KING

LAF KOSZELA 
ETHAN LINDO

HARRY MESSENGER
FELIX MILES

LEON MOORE 
 ED OATLEY 

JOEL ODEI-LARBI 
PIOTR PETRYNSKI

JAC POFFLEY
HARVEY REES

BEN RICHARDS-EVERTON
MARLEY ROSE

LEWIS ROYSTON
HENRY SADY
OLLIE SMITH

MARTELL TAYLOR-CROSSDALE
KEVIN WILLIAMS
JACK WITCHARD

 MANAGER: GARY HORGAN
ASST MANAGER: MATT COUPE

COACH: JOE SHARPLES 
PHYSIO: OLIVIA JONES 

 ASST COACH: LEE COLLIER 
 KIT MAN: ANDY ROSE

 KIT ASSISTANT: TOM JONES
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